but also postulated a life-cycle of birth, youth, age and
death for each of them. Each culture had its "spring", the
age of myth and legend; its "summer15, the age of religion
and philosophy; its "autumn", the age of cultural maturity
and enlightenment; and finally, its "winter", the age of
break-up, decline and decay. Thereafter, somewhere and
sometime the slumbering "soul" of another culture awakens
to a new spring and goes through its life-cycle*1 At the
time of his writing, some cultures were already dead, others
were in different stages of their life-cycles. The Babylonian,
the Egyptian and the Mexican were dead; the Russian was
in its infancy; the Arabic, the Chinese, the Classical and
the Indian were far advanced towards senility, and the
Western was well past its prime and was hastening to its
decline and was due to die in a couple of hundred
years.2

Toynbee also, who distinguised twenty-one civiliza-
tions, apart from primitive societies, listed sixteen of them
as dead and extinct and only five as living. The latter
were the Western, the Orthodox Christian, the Islamic,
the Hindu and the Far Eastern.

The idea of the birth, growth and death, of the rise
and fall of civilizations, is very widely and commonly
held

6. The Individual and the Group

A civilization is said to be a pattern of culture which
is shared in common by a number of individual persons.
Indian civilization is a pattern of culture which is shared
in common by millions of individual Indians. "What is
the relation of the individual to his culture-group ? It is

1.    Mclver, THE COMMUNITY, pp.434-35.                             '

2.    Hoyland, HISTORY AS DIRECTION, pp.9 and 21.
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